

[image: A blue background with white text

Description automatically generated]

	Year  1  Curriculum Newsletter 
Summer 1

	Class information

	Hello everyone and welcome back! We hope you have had a great Easter and a lovely rest, (with lots of delicious chocolate!)

Reading – Please continue to read with your child every day and record down in their reading record. It has been so lovely to see how much reading is being done at home, as it is such an important part of the reading journey in Year 1. 
PE is on Monday and Wednesday. With the weather is getting warmer, we may be going outside for our PE lessons, so please make sure to wear appropriate clothing and footwear. Long hair tied up and earrings removed or taped please.
Homework – It has been great to see the work you have done at home, off the COOL home learning grids.
Mrs Powell and Mrs Ruffle 

	English
	Maths

	Writing: Writing to inform – Recounts

Children will be writing recounts of a key event. The recount will be scaffolded by the teacher initially, then children will order ideas, plan and finally sequence sentences to write their recount. Recounts will then be performed to the class. 

Spelling, punctuation and grammar:
· Daily phonics lessons, 
· Nouns, verbs, subject, predicate,
· Punctuating proper nouns,
· Using correct punctuation,
· Use adjectives to describe,
· Identify and use state of being/linking verbs, e.g. am, is, are, were, was, be. 

Daily handwriting sessions.
	Multiplication and Division:
· Counting in 2s, 5s and 10s
· Making and adding equal groups of physical objects and pictorial objects
· Making arrays to multiply
· Dividing by making equal groups through grouping and sharing.
Fractions:
· Recognise and find a half of an object or shape.
· Recognise and find a half of a group of objects.
· Recognise and find a quarter of an object or shape.
· Recognise and find a quarter of a group of objects.

Maths manipulatives will be used in lessons to aid learning. 

	Curriculum

	Science: 
Animals – We will be learning that scientists group animals according to their features. As the unit progress, we will be introduced to the terms: reptile, amphibian, mammal, bird and fish. We will also use our knowledge of what animals eat to group them into carnivores, herbivores and omnivores.

History:
Parliament and Royality – We will be focusing on the key historical events between 1199 and the present day. Significant events in the past, which have helped to shape the constitutional monarchy that we have today, will be investigated. Following on, we will start to make connections between the monarch and parliament. We will learn about how laws are made and how what is acceptable changes over time.

George Stephenson – In this unit, we will begin by focussing on vocabulary relating to the passing of time and the contrast between past and present.  We will learn about George Stephenson and learn about significant events in his life e.g. working in a coal mine, the invention of the Rocket. We will then link this learning to our local history, with coverage of the growth of Coalville following Snibston Colliery’s establishment and people from Leicester travelling from the Belgrave station to Skegness by rail in the 1950s.


PE: 
Net and wall games – This term we will be playing different games, involving hitting a ball over a net or using a wall.  The object of these games is to hit the ball over the net and into the court space or against a wall to make it difficult for a partner to return. In this unit we will work on changing direction quickly, improving our balance and moving different body parts at the same time.  We will also be playing team games which involve ball skills and throwing and catching.

Music: 
Learning to Listen – In the unit we will be focusing on listening to different parts of songs and music, what instruments have been used, how the different sounds come together and how we could change music. Alongside this we will be thinking about how we can listen to a piece of music with our eyes and our ears and feel sounds within our bodies. 


	RE
	PSHE

	Who is Jewish and how do they live?
Throughout this unit we will be learning about Jewish worldviews and ways of life. We will be finding out about the mezuzah, the Shema prayer 
and what they mean for believers. Later in the unit, we will move on to finding out about Shabbat and Chanukah, discussing why Jewish people mark these times, what they learn from stories found in the Torah and why they are important today.

	Being my best:
We will be looking at how to be our best selves in this unit. We will look at how keep our bodies healthy by learning how to eat healthily, how to keep good oral hygiene, why we need to wash our hands and what to do when we are ill. We will then move on to looking at mental health, what activities can help our minds and how we can help others who are struggling. 

	Ways to enrich and support at home

	
Please continue to read with your child every day at home. The phonics books sent home will contain sounds they have previously learnt in school. Reading books multiple times allows children to initially decode words, then build their fluency in reading the words and finally build on their comprehension through answering questions about what they have read. 

Completing the COOL home learning grids:
Activities set for homework will be linked to learning that will be happening at school each half term. 


	WOW moments from last half term

	We had a great half term and did lots of fantastic things. 

Our class assembly was great, and we loved showing off what we had been doing in Geography. Mrs Powell and Mrs Ruffle were very proud of us. 
We also loved going to church for Easter and having the Easter bonnet parade to celebrate Easter together. 
We also thoroughly enjoyed having our adults come into school on World Book Day to share stories with us in the morning. Our costumes were fantastic!
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