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	Year  1  Curriculum Newsletter 
Spring 2

	Class information

	Hello everyone and welcome back! We hope you have had a great half term and a lovely rest. 

Reading – Please continue to read with your child every day and record down in their reading record. It has been so lovely to see how much reading is being done at home, as it is such an important part of the reading journey in Year 1. 
PE is on a Monday and Wednesday. With the weather is getting slightly warmer, we may be going outside for our PE lessons more, so please make sure to wear appropriate clothing and footwear and remove earings. 
Homework – It has been great to see the work you have done at home, off the COOL home learning grids.

Mrs Powell and Mrs Ruffle 

	English
	Maths

	Writing: Writing to entertain – narrative (fables)

We will be continuing to work on writing a variety of sentences and recapping what we learnt last term. We will then move on to exploring different fables through drama, text mapping and planning out a scaffolded narrative as class. Then we will move on to drafting, editing and sharing our own fables. 

Spelling, punctuation and grammar:
· Daily phonics lessons, 
· Nouns, verbs, subject, predicate,
· Punctuating proper nouns,
· Using correct punctuation,
· Use of determiners to introduce nouns,
· Using adjectives to add interest,
· Joining sentences with the conjunction ‘and’.

	Place Value:
· Moving on to looking at numbers 20-50
· Using tens and ones for bigger numbers
· Counting by making groups of 10
· Partitioning larger numbers
· 1 more and 1 less for larger numbers

Maths manipulatives will be used in lessons to aid learning. 

Length and height
· Compare lengths and heights
· Measuring length using objects
· Measuring length using centimetres

Mass and volume
· Measuring and comparing mass
· Comparing volume
· Measuring and comparing capacity of containers.

	Curriculum

	Science: 
Plants – during this unit, we will be thinking about what healthy plants need to grow. We will be growing beans in different conditions to see which one grows to be the healthiest. Following on from this we will be looking at the different parts of a plant, how plants make new plants through germination and seed dispersal and how plants are deciduous or evergreen. We will conduct another experiment, using food colouring, to see how water is transported through the plant. 

Geography: 
Oceans and Seas – During this unit of work, we will be learning the difference between an ocean and sea.  We’ll learn about the five oceans in the world and who (and what) lives in them. Alongside this, we will also learn about how valuable the oceans are to the animals that live in them and to humans. 

History:
Parliament and Royality – We will be focusing on the key historical events between 1199 and the present day. Significant events in the past, which have helped to shape the constitutional monarchy that we have today, will be investigated. Following on, we will start to make connections between the monarch and parliament. We will learn about how laws are made and how what is acceptable changes over time.

PE: 
Football – throughout this unit we will be developing our understanding of the simple tactics of attacking and defending, whilst safely negotiating spaces both indoors and outdoors. They will practice the skills of passing, receiving, dribbling, kicking, when playing games in small teams.
Striking and Fielding – throughout this unit we will be developing our throwing and catching skills. They will practice the skills of batting and fielding when playing small team games. 

Music: 
Exploring rhythm patterns – children will be learning how rhythms are composed and that an ostinato is a recuring pattern. By the end of the unit children will be copying and composing their own simple rhythm patterns., using long sounds, short sounds and rests. They will also be writing their own patterns using simple symbols for the different sounds. 

	RE
	PSHE

	What do Christians believe God is like?

In this unit we will be exploring a couple of parables from the Bible, The Lost Son and Jonah and the Whale. Using these parables will be think about what the stories teach us about God, how we should act in different situations and what Christians can do when they feel certain ways, e.g. angry, worried, sad.  
	Rights and respect

This half term we will be discussing:
· How a person’s behaviour (including their own) can affect other people.
· Who in school cares for and looks after us.
· Developing our sense of respect for different people and objects in our lives.
· Exploring the value of money, thinking about where it comes from, how we can earn money and the benefits of saving our money. 

	Ways to enrich and support at home

	
Please continue to read with your child every day at home. The phonics books sent home will contain sounds they have previously learnt in school. Reading books multiple times allows children to initially decode words, then build their fluency in reading the words and finally build on their comprehension through answering questions about what they have read. 

Completing the COOL home learning grids:
Activities set for homework will be linked to learning that will be happening at school each half term. 


	WOW moments from last half term

	
We had a really busy term last half term. We thoroughly enjoyed learning about changes that have happened in history, exploring how transport, food, toys, games, school and technology have changed in the past 70 years!

We really enjoyed our art topic where we got to create different pieces of artwork in the styles of Mondrian and Kandinsky, using different techniques to create different lines and effects. 

In English we also loved acting out the different parts to the traditional tale, The Three Little Pigs. We took on different roles, thought about how the characters would be feeling and tried to add that to our performances. We did brilliantly!!
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