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	Year  1  Curriculum Newsletter 
Spring 1

	Class information

	Hello everyone and welcome back! We hope you have had a great Christmas and a lovely rest. 

Reading – Please continue to read with your child every day and record down in their reading record. It has been so lovely to see how much reading is being done at home, as it is such an important part of the reading journey in Year 1. 
PE is on a Monday and Wednesday. Even though the weather is getting colder, we may still go outside for our PE lessons, so make sure to wear appropriate clothing and footwear. 
Homework – It has been great to see the work you have done at home, off the COOL home learning grids.

Mrs Powell and Mrs Ruffle 

	English
	Maths

	Writing: Writing to entertain. Narratives (traditional tales).

We will be continuing to work on writing simple sentences and recapping what we learnt last term. We will then move on to exploring fairytales with drama, story mapping, planning out the story, drafting, editing and performing our stories. 

Spelling, punctuation and grammar:
· Daily phonics lessons, 
· Nouns, verbs, subject, predicate,
· Punctuating proper nouns,
· Using question marks,
· Writing in the past tense throughout the story.


Handwriting
Weekly handwriting lessons.
	Place Value:
· Understanding numbers 10-20
· Partitioning numbers into one ten and ones
· Using a number line to find 1 more and 1 less
· Estimating on a number line
· Comparing and ordering numbers to 20

· Moving on to looking at numbers 20-50
· Using tens and ones for bigger numbers
· Counting by making groups of 10
· Partitioning larger numbers
· 1 more and 1 less for larger numbers

Addition and Subtraction:
· Add by counting on within 20
· Number bonds to 20
· Doubles
· Subtract using number bonds, by counting back and finding the difference
· Related number facts
· Missing number problems
Maths manipulatives will be used in lessons to aid learning. 

Length and height
Mass and volume

	Curriculum

	History: 
Changes in recent memory - We will be learning about how Britain has changed in the past 70 years, by comparing the 1950s with the 2020s. We will start off by looking at what a time-line is, and ordering simple events of their own life. Then moving onto looking at changes in food, shopping, transport, toys/games, school, technology and music. 

Science: 
Everyday materials – we will be building on our learning in from the early years and begin to use this knowledge to explain their ideas about materials using scientific vocabulary. We will be learning that a material is the word we use to describe what an object is made from. Different materials have things about them that make them useful for different tasks. We call the things that make materials useful or not useful properties. There will lots of opportunities to discover some of the properties of different materials 

Geography: 
Oceans and Seas – During this unit of work, we will be learning the difference between an ocean and sea.  We’ll learn about the five oceans in the world and who (and what) lives in them. Alongside this, we will also learn about how valuable the oceans are to the animals that live in them and also to humans. 

PE: Tennis – we will practice bouncing a ball hand to ball control and coordination, then moving onto racket to ball coordination. We will learn to play forehand and backhand strokes with increasing control. We will play simple scoring games, in pairs and as a team.
Netball – we will practice using a netball for chest passing and shooting with increasing control and accuracy. We will learn how to pivot to change direction during a game. We will play small games based on simple netball rules. 

Music: Charanga Unit ‘Music inspired by the world around us. We will be listening to various songs inspired by the amazing things we see in the world around us, whether it is different seasons, day or night, animals, outer space or us, human beings! Music from different historical periods will be used and we will be thinking about how music can tell a story.

	RE
	PSHE

	Who is Jewish and how do they live?

Throughout this unit we will be learning about Jewish worldviews and ways of life. We will be finding out about the mezuzah, the Shema prayer 
and what they mean for believers. Later in the unit, we will move on to finding out about Shabbat and Chanukah, discussing why Jewish people mark these times, what they learn from stories found in the Torah and why they are important today.
	Keeping safe: 

Together we will be thinking about what feelings our body has when we feel unsafe and who can help us when we feel like that. We will also be discussing the PANTS rule, private parts of our bodies and appropriate/inappropriate touches, the right to say ‘no’ and who are their trusted adults. We will also think about sharing pictures, when is OK to and when it is not. 

	Ways to enrich and support at home

	
Please continue to read with your child every day at home. The phonics books sent home will contain sounds they have previously learnt in school. Reading books multiple times allows children to initially decode words, then build their fluency in reading the words and finally build on their comprehension through answering questions about what they have read. 

Completing the COOL home learning grids:
Activities set for homework will be linked to learning that will be happening at school each half term. 


	WOW moments from last half term

	
The biggest WOW moment from this term is of course our wonderful Christmas performance. The whole class did so well in remembering all of the songs, especially ‘warming our toes by the fire’. Everyone worked so hard to put on a wonderful performance. 

Another brilliant moment from this year was when we went to Queen’s Park to lay our own school poppy wreath. 
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